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The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Confirmed Minutes of Meeting 9 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust, held in the Board Room, Āwhina House, Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell, on Tuesday 13 March 2012, commencing at 12:34pm

1  Welcome, attendees

Chairman Maria Stevens welcomed everyone to the meeting and initiated the roll call.

	Name
	Appointed by
	Term Expires

	Trustees
	
	

	Steve Bellamy (from 1:22pm)
	BLENNZ
	2013

	Jenny McFadden
	BLENNZ
	2014

	Rose Radford
	PVI
	2012

	Janet Reynolds, Treasurer
	RNZFB
	2012

	Wendy Richards (until 3:02pm)
	The Seven
	2014

	Marion Satherley
	The Seven
	2014

	Mary Schnackenberg, Secretary
	The Seven
	2014

	Raeleen Smith
	The Seven
	2012

	Maria Stevens, Chairperson
	Ngāti Kāpō
	2013

	Lisette Wesseling
	RNZFB
	2013

	Apologies
	
	

	Paula Waby
	ABC NZ
	2012


2  Minutes

2.1  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting 8 held on 15 November 2011.

It was resolved:

That the Minutes of Meeting 8 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust held on Tuesday 15 November 2011 be confirmed.

Moved: Wendy Richards. Seconded: Marion Satherley. (Res. 9-1).

2.2  Matters arising from Minutes not listed elsewhere in the Agenda

No matters were raised.

3  Correspondence

Income and expenditure:

To the Charities Commission from the Treasurer with BANZAT's annual return and advising the removal of Gaynor Edgar and the addition of Rose Radford to the names of trustees;

From the Charities Commission acknowledging receipt of the BANZAT annual return for the year to 30 June 2011 stating that no fee is payable as income is less than $10,000;

From the Charities Commission with the December newsletter;

From the Charities Commission with a special update newsletter re submissions on Crown Entities Reform Bill;

From the Charities Commission advising recent changes to the Charities Act;

From the Charities Commission with Charities Commission Update Newsletter February-March 2012;

From and to the administrator of the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities re BANZAT's 2012 membership subscription;

See Item 4.1.

From Wendy Richards with fundraising options: see Item 4.3.

To and from the ICEB President applying for and receiving a US $2,500.00 subsidy from ICEB towards the costs of attendance at the ICEB General Assembly: see Item 5.

Emails with nominations as BANZAT delegates to the ICEB 5th General Assembly: see Item 5.

Emails re vote request confirming the BANZAT delegation to ICEB 5th General Assembly: see Item 5.

To Fred Schroeder, convenor of the ICEB Nominations Committee, with BANZAT's support of Maria Stevens' nomination for the ICEB Executive.

From Fred Schroeder with the slate for the ICEB Executive for the 2012-2016 quadrennium.

From Lisette Wesseling advising she will be interviewed on Radio Live on 4 January to celebrate Louis Braille's birthday: see Item 10.

From Lisette Wesseling with the text of an article about Jonathan and Olivia Godfrey from the Manawatu Standard about their use of braille, published to coincide with his birthday: see item 10.

To and from Peter Swanson re Louis Braille and Official RNZFB Events Calendar: see Item 10.

From Raeleen Smith with the November report for Adaptive Communications.

From Lisette Wesseling with the December Braille Mail.

To and from Pete Osborne, Chair of the UKAAF Board, congratulating UKAAF on its adoption of UEB.

To and from Joe Sullivan with BANZAT's congratulations on his winning BANA's braille excellence award.

From and to Raeleen Smith with Raeleen's updates to the Braille Proficiency Certificate list.

From the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities with registration form, programme and notice of their Annual General Meeting in Perth from 28 April to 1 May 2012.

Emails with draft and finalised report from BANZAT to the Australian Braille Authority annual meeting on 28 April.

To and from Linda Triasmono, Secretary of the Australian Braille Authority, with draft policy on voting by the BANZAT delegate at ABA annual meetings: see Item 11.

From and to Ngāti Kāpō with electronic signed copy of the memorandum of understanding.

From Janet Reynolds with BBC Magazine article "Braille is spreading but who's using it?"

From Maria Stevens with article "Braille comes unbound from the book: howtechnology can stop a literary crisis".

From Lisette Wesseling with link to NPR interview "Braille Under Siege As Blind Turn To Smartphones".

From Maria Stevens with article about the future of braille by the Braille Authority of North America.

From Frances Gentle advising that the call for presentations is now open for the 2013 Biennial Conference of the South Pacific Educators in Vision Impairment with abstracts due by 1 May 2012.

It was agreed:

That inwards correspondence be received and outwards endorsed. (Res. 9-2).

4  Income and expenditure

4.1  Treasurer's Report

The table below shows the bank transactions since the last meeting. Figures include GST.

	15/11/11
	Opening balance of bank account
	$6,773.96

	14/12/11
	A I Comms, administration November
	$546.25

	13/03/2012
	A I Comms administration December-February
	$235.75

	13/03/2012
	Closing balance of bank account
	$5,991.96

	
	Less liabilities:
	

	13/02/2012
	Braille Authority of North America invoice number 2012-15 US$525.00 annual membership dues including bank transfer cost, exchange rate at 01/03/2012 0.8234
	$637.60

	29/02/2012
	Reimbursement to A I Comms for two years' fees for domain name www.banzat.org.nz
	$73.60

	13/03/2012
	Raeleen Smith Dunedin-Auckland return air fares and taxis
	$235.00

	13/03/2012
	Total bank cash less liabilities
	$5,045.76


Janet reported as follows:

"The treasurer's report in the agenda includes our bank balance, a list of recent transactions and some upcoming liabilities. Expenses for the year to date are very much in line with the budget.

"As we have over $5,000 in hand at present I plan to pay Paula's air fare for South Africa out of this. Within the next few weeks we should receive the US$2500 contribution from the ICEB treasurer so there should be no effect on the BANZAT budget or cashflow.

Janet further advised that Paula has approached ABC with a request for funding of the shortfall in her delegate's costs.

It was resolved:

That the Treasurer's report be received and payments approved; and

That BANZAT pays the air fares of Paula Waby as delegate to the ICEB 5th General Assembly, meeting her costs from the ICEB subsidy and works with Paula to obtain funding from other sources for any shortfall in the delegate's costs.

Moved: Janet Reynolds. Seconded: Lisette Wesseling. (Res. 9-3).

4.2  Policy for BANZAT representation at conferences

Wendy explained the points in her notes "funding policy considerations" emailed on 27 February 2012.

The proposed policy should provide for funding of braille related projects within the terms of the BANZAT deed in addition to attendance at conferences. Eligibility to apply should be restricted to current trustees, including those whose term of office expires in less than six months. The project should be completed within six months of the application. A provision should be added to require a report to be delivered to BANZAT at the completion of the project.

It was resolved:

That Wendy's notes be received with appreciation;

that the Secretary draft a policy taking into account points raised; and

that the draft policy be further refined by email.

Moved: Wendy Richards. Seconded: Jenny McFadden. (Res. 9-4).

4.3  Fundraising 

There was discussion of the email from Wendy sent 13 December 2011.

It was agreed:

That the list of potential fundraising sources in Wendy's 13 December 2011 email be received with thanks; and

that the Secretary investigate online funding resources. (Res. 9-5).

5  BANZAT delegation to ICEB

The following resolution was approved by email vote by the close of voting on Friday 2 March 2012 and is placed on record in these Minutes.

It was resolved:

That the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

confirms Maria Stevens, Janet Reynolds and Paula Waby as BANZAT delegates to the 5th General Assembly of the International council on English Braille to be held in Johannesburg 6-10 May 2012;

thanks the Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind for funding Maria Stevens and Janet Reynolds and for granting study leave to Paula Waby and

thanks ICEB for its grant of US $2,500.00 towards the costs of the delegation.

Moved: Mary Schnackenberg. Seconded: Raeleen Smith. (Res. 9-6).

The precirculated draft was discussed of the paper "UEB in New Zealand four years on". Several suggestions were offered for consideration by the authors, Maria Stevens, Janet Reynolds, Steve Bellamy and Raeleen Smith.

Another paper, "The Trans-Tasman unified English Braille Proficiency Experience 4 years on", may be presented at the Round Table and the ICEB 5th General Assembly.

6  BANZAT website

The Secretary reported that the website content has been updated and the look of the site has been improved with support from Erin Prichard in Janet's team.

Following discussion it was agreed:

That a secure trustee login area be programmed;

that the copyright question re "The Hitchhiker's guide to UEB" be followed up by Janet;

that a reference be added to the course to teach uncontracted braille, "Keeping in touch" and that Raeleen liaise with Kathryn Johns and Paula Waby re appropriate words to describe the course;

that a link be added to the UEB symbols list.

that BANZAT recommend to BLENNZ that "Guidelines for the preparation and administration of braille music examinations" be placed on the BLENNZ website;

that trustees provide additional feedback by 13 April;

that the fixes be programmed; and

that the Secretary email trustees with the recommendation that the site "go live". (Res. 9-7).

7  2012 Braille Competition 

Lisette reported that the subcommittee had not been able to meet. Disappointment was expressed that, despite good prizes, just ten students entered in 2011. However it was agreed that the subcommittee would meet and discuss various options with a timeline to be brought to the June meeting.

8  Braille signage

Following discussion, it was agreed to contact Russell Walsh at the New Zealand Transport Agency to discuss braille signs in taxis. It was further agreed to include the issue of monitoring the quality of braille signs in New Zealand's country report to ICEB to seek advice from other countries.

9  UEB transition plan

At Meeting 5 it was resolved "That the UEB transition plan be revised with respect to frequently read braille resources held in the Homai Special Formats Library and visual resource centres" (Res. 5-10). At Meeting 6 Janet advised that this has not yet been progressed but the need to do this was affirmed. At Meeting 8 it was agreed that there is a need to document UEB issues that are specific to New Zealand prior to sharing the plan.

As part of the preparation for the New Zealand paper to be presented at ICEB, feedback has been obtained from the resource teachers vision (RTVs) re the outcomes of the transition plan. In addition a survey is underway of RTVs about the quality of the library and production service provided under the contract with the Ministry of Education. Further feedback about the transition plan is expected from the survey results.

10  Official RNZFB Events Calendar

Maria and Mary reported on their meeting with Peter Swanson who has assumed Sara Peary's role as head of communications. It was agreed to write to braille readers in November to invite them to volunteer to be interviewed by local papers to celebrate Louis Braille's birthday. It was further suggested that BLENNZ could have a braille day each year when students might promote braille at their local schools.

11  Voting by BANZAT representative at ABA meetings

The draft policy has been sent to the Secretary of ABA who has replied advising it will be discussed by the ABA Executive at their meeting on 21 March.

12  Trustee reports

Association of Blind Citizens of New Zealand Inc.: Paula Waby: a report was not to hand.

Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ): Steve Bellamy: ORRS funding has been transferred from students' local schools to BLENNZ. This has enabled braille users to receive qualified RTV support for one day per week and low vision students to have half a day per week. There has been an overall increase in the number of RTVs with another 28 teachers. BLENNZ facilitated an expo of braille technology with 85 participants over four days. Planning is in hand for the SPEVI conference next January in Auckland.

BLENNZ Distance Education: Marion Satherley: the current roll is 34 adult learners of braille.

BLENNZ music: Wendy Richards: it was agreed to add a section about music to the ICEB Country report.

International Council on English Braille (ICEB): Mary Schnackenberg.

Ngāti Kāpō o Aotearoa: Maria Stevens: it was recalled that there was a proposal to produce a course in uncontracted braille in Te Reo. Lisette agreed to follow this up with Kathryn and Paula.

Parents of Vision Impaired NZ Inc.: Rose Radford reported that parents would be reluctant to sit the Trans-Tasman Braille Proficiency Certificate it there were a fee for the examination.

RNZFB Accessible Format Production: Janet Reynolds: in response to a question Janet agreed that AFP could potentially produce large print music. There was discussion about how best to archive and catalogue the large print music produced by Wendy.

RNZFB Adaptive Communications: Lisette Wesseling.

RNZFB Braille Awareness Consultant: Lisette Wesseling.

It was agreed:

That the above reports be received. (Res. 9-8).

13  Issues list

Each item is listed here with any updates since the last meeting. The complete list is provided in Attachment A to these Minutes.

1 Development of format guidelines.

2 Transcription of Te Reo Māori and Pacific languages.

3 Tactile Graphics guidelines.

4 Braille Music and possible code developments.

5 Trans-Tasman Braille Proficiency Certificate.

6 Register of holders of Braille Proficiency Certificates.

7 Resourcing the production of braille for learners with vision impairments, in the context that the accessible formats of electronic texts are a less expensive option.

8 Workforce planning and capacity building of braille producers.

9 Fostering of collaboration among accessible format producers within New Zealand and internationally.

10 Teaching braille to Resource Teachers Vision.

11 Online course on reading and writing UEB by sight.

12 Awareness and teaching of braille as a literacy option for adult members of the RNZFB.

13 Braille competitions for children and adults: see Item 7 above.

14 Quality of braille signs in taxis: see Item 8 above.

15 Accessible Signage Guidelines.

16 Research on braille in New Zealand.

17 Fundraising for BANZAT.

18 Recognition of Stephanie Conn.

19 Membership of International Council on English Braille (ICEB) and representation on its Executive.

20 Representation on ICEB Unified English Braille Code Maintenance Committee.

21 Representation on ICEB UEB Training Materials Committee and maintaining the list of New Zealand produced UEB training materials.

22 Associate membership of the Braille Authority of North America.

It was agreed:

That updates to the Issues List be noted. (Res. 9-9).

14  New business

No items were raised.

15  Closure, next meeting and dates for the diary

The next meeting 10 will be on Tuesday 19 June 2012 at BLENNZ.

Maria asked Mary to add the Round Table to the list of dates. All the dates for the diary are in Attachment B to these Minutes.

The meeting closed at 3:05pm.

NOTE: These Minutes were confirmed at Meeting 10 held on 19 June 2012.

Chairperson Maria Stevens
Date
Attachment A: Issues list

This refers to Item 13 in these Minutes.

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Issues list

Meeting 9, 13 March 2012

This list is arranged under the seven headings of Codes and Formats, Accreditation, Production, Teaching, Promotion, International and Resolved.

Codes and Formats

1  Development of format guidelines.

Priority of the Code Maintenance Committee - Meeting 5 21-Jun-2011 Res. 5-8.

That the position of the print page number in braille music be referred to the Code Maintenance Committee - Meeting 5 21-Jun-2011 Res. 5-10.

The AFP team has developed guidelines for formatting math examples - Meeting 8 15-Nov-2011.

2  Transcription of Te Reo Māori and Pacific languages.

Priority of the Code Maintenance Committee - Meeting 5 21-Jun-2011 Res. 5-8.

3  Tactile Graphics guidelines.

Develop a list of guidelines for the production of tactile graphics to be available on BANZAT website and for issuing to producers of tactile graphics in New Zealand - Meeting 2 21-Sep-2010 Res. 2-14.

The Braille Authority of North America (BANA) approved at its October 2010 meeting "Guidelines and Standards for Tactile Graphics" jointly developed by BANA and the Canadian Braille Authority - Meeting 3 16-Nov-2010.

During the ICEB Executive teleconference on 13 January 2011, Judy Dixon, who is the chair of BANA said "BANA plans to have an online version available in the next few weeks but hardcopy versions will not be available until later in the year. The online version will be much less accessible than the hardcopy. Judy recommended that ICEB wait until the physical copies are available before considering adoption" - Minutes ICEB Executive 2011-01-13.

4  Braille Music and possible code developments.

Mary undertook to follow this up with Pete Osborne, the lead on the ICEB Music Committee - Meeting 2 21-Sep-2010.

Jordie Howell from Vision Australia is the new Chair of the ICEB Music Committee and received handover information from Pete Osborne at the May 2011 meeting of the Round Table.

Lisette Wesseling was endorsed by BANZAT as a member of the ICEB braille music committee - Meeting 5 21-Jun-2011 Res. 5-10.

Maria is forwarding to Lisette music emails from the ICEB Code Maintenance Committee - Meeting 6 13-Sep-2011.

Accreditation

5  Trans-Tasman Braille Proficiency Certificate.

The Australian Braille Authority has written the examination paper for 2010 - Meeting 2 21-Sep-2010.

New Zealand has agreed to set the 2011 examination - Meeting 4 15-Mar-2011.

21 candidates sat the 2011 examination and 19 passed - Meeting 8 15-Nov-2011.

A paper is to be prepared about the pros and cons of charging a fee for candidates to sit the examination - Meeting 8 15-Nov-2011 (res. 8-10).

6  Register of holders of Braille Proficiency Certificates.

BANZAT is maintaining the register of Braille Proficiency Certificate holders and considering whether the whereabouts of current holders should be established. This may be an opportunity for teachers to upskill in UEB. In the meantime, RTVs can access the "Hitchhiker's Guide to UEB".

Circulate list of Certificate holders with the November Agenda - Meeting 2 21-Sep-2010.

"That amendments such as change of name, whether retired or deceased, if on BLENNZ staff, current contact details or any other information be emailed by Trustees to the Secretary; and

"That the spreadsheets be updated by the Secretary" - Meeting 3 16-Nov-2010 Res. 3-13.

That the list of Braille Proficiency Certificate holders be updated and recirculated by the Secretary - Meeting 4 15-Mar-2011 Res. 4-9.

Mary to phone Raeleen, Jenny and Steve to update the revised spreadsheet with further amendments - Meeting 5 21-Jun-2011.

That names of Braille Proficiency Certificate and Trans-Tasman Braille Proficiency Certificate holders were confidential to trustees;

that Mary would work with trustees to update the list;

that confidential approaches would be made to those certificate holders not on the NZBRL email list to invite them to join the list; and

that a question be added to next year's application form to ask candidates' permission to keep their names and contact details on file - Meeting 6 13-Sep-2011 Res. 6-14).

Production

7  Resourcing the production of braille for learners with vision impairments, in the context that the accessible formats of electronic texts are a less expensive option.

An advisory group of representatives from the Ministry of Education, BLENNZ and RNZFB has begun to analyse issues that impact on resourcing - Meeting 4 15-Mar-2011.

8  Workforce planning and capacity building of braille producers.

We were advised that succession planning is under active discussion in AFP as several staff may retire about the same time - Meeting 5 21-Jun-2011.

9  Fostering of collaboration among accessible format producers within New Zealand and internationally.

Step 1 is to publish the BANZAT newsletter - Meeting 2 21-Sep-2010.

Read how you want: The work of this Australian publisher of braille, large print and DAISY materials was discussed in Item 20.2 Meeting 6 13-Sep-2011.

It was decided to discuss this matter with the Australian Braille Authority - Meeting 8 15-Nov-2011.

Teaching

10  Teaching braille to Resource Teachers Vision.

It was pointed out that this is much wider than Resource Teachers Vision - Meeting 1 10-Aug-2010.

The Post Graduate Diploma in Specialist Teaching includes a requirement to learn braille and to pass the Trans Tasman Braille Proficiency Certificate. Julia Budd will teach the braille component - Meeting 3 16-Nov-2010.

Julia Budd and her eight students visited the Homai Campus on 16 February. As part of that day, Special Formats Librarian Lucy Smith, Senior Proofreader Maria Stevens and Collage Producer Robin Nation from RNZFB gave an overview of their areas - Meeting 4 15-Mar-2011.

11  Online course on reading and writing UEB by sight.

It was suggested that funding for such a course might be forthcoming from the Ministry of Education although they may restrict free access to the course to learners working with children - Meeting 1 10-Aug-2010.

The Renwick College website http://www.ridbc.org.au/renwick/index.php should be checked for information about any online braille teaching course - Meeting 4 15-Mar-2011.

The website has been checked and no online course was located. Frances Gentle has been emailed for an update.

12  Awareness and teaching of braille as a literacy option for adult members of the RNZFB.

Promotion

13  Braille competitions for children and adults.

First raised at Meeting 3 16-Nov-2010 with a subcommittee formed.

Agreed to include this on the Issues list - Meeting 5 21-Jun-2011.

Advertising for the 2011 competition began on 1 August with closing date of 7 October - Meeting 6 13-Sep-2011.

Two winners and ten highly commended students have been chosen - Meeting 8 15-Nov-2011.

14  Quality of braille signs in taxis.

Lisette has this on her workplan and will liaise with ABC NZ. BANZAT will write to the New Zealand Transport Agency when triggered - Meeting 2 21-Sep-2010.

Documents promoting improved quality of braille in taxis are with RNZFB management - Meeting 3 16-Nov-2010.

Lisette advised that she has been asked to leave this to ABC NZ to progress. Paula was asked to follow this up - Meeting 5 21-Jun-2011.

Referred to signage subcommittee - Meeting 6 13-Sep-2011.

15  Accessible Signage Guidelines.

Maintaining a watching brief about their currency in light of New Zealand experience and overseas developments.

The International Standards Organisation is developing a standard on this as reported by Pete Osborne to the meeting of the Australian Braille Authority at the May 2011 Round Table.

A PDF with illustrations is available for download from the RNZFB website - Meeting 6 13-Sep-2011.

That a braille signage subcommittee be established to evaluate the quality of braille signage;

that the subcommittee provides a letter of endorsement to each tactile signage producer who meets the signage guidelines;

that Paula, Mary, Lisette and Janet form the subcommittee with Mary the convener - Meeting 6 13-Sep-2011 Res. 6-11.

It was agreed to prioritise signage in taxis - Meeting 8 15-Nov-2011.

16  Research on braille in New Zealand.

Monitoring research projects being undertaken in New Zealand and advising ICEB about these projects.

Support given to application by Dr Barry Hughes, University of Auckland, to Health Research Council for a grant to undertake research into the reading of braille - Meeting 2 21-Sep-2010.

17  Fundraising for BANZAT.

Opportunities for fundraising - Meeting 3 16-Nov-2010 Res. 3-5.

That each trustee would think about someone who might be able to assist with fundraising ideas; and

identify trusts that might be approached - Meeting 6 13-Sep-2011 Res. 6-5.

18  Recognition of Stephanie Conn

Transcriber Stephanie Conn passed away on 29 July 2011 after some 13 years' excellent service in the Foundation's braille team. Stephanie kept brailling throughout six years of her illness and visited the team some ten days before she died. Trustees were asked to consider how Stephanie might best be remembered. One suggestion was that an award in her name be given to the highest scoring candidate in the Trans-Tasman Braille Proficiency Examination. It was agreed that the question of how best to honour the work of Stephanie Conn be placed on the Issues list - Meeting 6 13-Sep-2011 Res. 6-10.

International

19  Membership of International Council on English Braille (ICEB) and representation on its Executive

The term of office on the Executive is for four years. Mary Schnackenberg is the current representative. Nominations will be sought towards the end of 2011.

The officers are to prepare a paper and call for applications to fulfil the role - Meeting 8 15-Nov-2011.

20  Representation on ICEB Unified English Braille Code Maintenance Committee.

Maria Stevens is the current representative - Meeting 1 10-Aug-2010.

The officers are to recommend a process for handling this - Meeting 8 15-nov-2011.

21  Representation on ICEB UEB Training Materials Committee and maintaining the list of New Zealand produced UEB training materials.

Sue Spooner is the current representative - Meeting 1 10-Aug-2010.

Janet will send Sue the list of New Zealand produced UEB training materials - Meeting 4 15-Mar-2011.

The officers are to recommend a process for handling this - Meeting 8 15-nov-2011.

22  Associate membership of the Braille Authority of North America (BANA).

The 2010 fee was paid by the RNZFB - Meeting 2 21-Sep-2010.

The 2011 fee has been authorised - Meeting 6 13-Sep-2011.

Retain membership for the 2012 calendar year then review at the budget Meeting 10 - Meeting 8 15-Nov-2011 (res. 8-4).

Resolved

23  Future of Braillists' Discussions email list.

Establish NZBRL list - Meeting 1 10-Aug-2010.

48 members on NZBRL list - Meeting 3 16-Nov-2010.

There are 58 members on the list. Dropped from the Issues List - Meeting 4 15-Mar-2011.

24  Adoption of the revised braille code for the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).

Although AFP used this for material produced for Lisette in 2009 it was felt we should seek AFP's guidance at Meeting 3 21-Sep-2010.

AFP discussed the IPA document at their braille meeting on 12 November and supports the adoption of IPA by the BANZAT code maintenance committee - Meeting 4 15-Mar-2011.

Adopted by BANZAT - Meeting 5 21-Jun-2011 Res. 5-8.

25  World Congress Braille21, Leipzig, 28-30 September 2011: possible attendance by New Zealand.

The website is www.braille21.net
Mary is attending funded by ICEB - Meeting 5 21-Jun-2011.

Mary Presented a paper on setting up braille authorities, chaired one of the sessions and attended the meeting of the World Braille Council - Meeting 8 15-Nov-2011.

Attachment B: Dates for the Diary

This refers to Item 15 in these Minutes.

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Dates for the diary

Saturday 28 April to Tuesday 1 May 2012, Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities, Perth, Western Australia

Sunday 6 May to Thursday 10 May 2012, Fifth General Assembly, International Council on English Braille, South Africa

Friday 8 June 2012, email reports to BANZAT list for 19 June Meeting 10

Tuesday 19 June 2012 12:30pm, Meeting 10, including presentation of draft budget for 2012-2013

Monday 6 August 2012, issue invitation for candidates to sit the Trans-Tasman Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination, to be confirmed

Monday 3 September 2012, closing date for candidates to register to sit the Trans-Tasman Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination, to be confirmed

Friday 7 September, email reports to BANZAT list for 18 September Meetings 11 and 12

Tuesday 18 September 2012 12:30pm, Meeting 11 and Meeting 12 AGM

Friday 21 September 2012, despatch first week of Trans-Tasman Braille Proficiency Certificate examination papers; to be confirmed.

Friday 28 September 2012, despatch second week of Trans-Tasman Braille Proficiency Certificate examination papers; to be confirmed.

Monday 31 December 2012, annual return due to the Charities Commission.

Friday 4 January 2013, birthday of Louis Braille

Sunday 13 January 2013 to Friday 18 January 2013, Conference of the South Pacific Educators of the Vision Impaired (SPEVI), Rendezvous Hotel, 71 Mayoral Drive, Auckland CBD

Historic dates

1994 The Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind became an associate member of the Braille Authority of North America

Tuesday 29 November 2005, New Zealand adopted Unified English Braille by unanimous resolution of the Braille Authority of New Zealand

Tuesday 10 August 2010, Meeting 1 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Tuesday 13 September 2011 first Annual General Meeting of BANZAT

Wednesday 28 - Friday 30 September 2011, World Congress Braille21, innovations in braille in the 21st century, Leipzig, http://www.braille21.net
Saturday 1 October 2011, World Braille Council, Leipzig


